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MORALITY. 
PROTHERLY LOVE. 
Lrtracts from an Address to a Masonic Lodge. 
By one of our Ministering Brethren. 


* Vorshipful Master, Wardens and Brethren, 

“ Sincr | received the notice of my appointment to 
this Dissertation, | have frequently revolved in my mind, 
and anxiously too, what ae would best befit the 
pres - oceasion. And while I return my thanks to the 
\W ‘ful for the honor he bas done me, and solicit 
lid allowance from this Lodge, which youth 
end ine erPpennnarre have a claim to, 1 would submit to 
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ell, what theme can I choose, more beneficial, and 
e same time more welcome, than that of BroTaErR- 
It is not only one of the choicest jewels of 

ir profession, but in truth and soberness, it may be 
winced the very inspiring soul of our ancient and 

onourable institaticn. All Masons are taught to call 
ie Lodge a fraternity, a brotherheod ;—I need not have 
racutioned this, however, when the w hole body of our 
rojes and regulations is so evidently framed for a socie- 
ty of brethren, rather than of isolated individuals ; when 
wll our sacred Iessons so solemnly and repeatedly incul- 
cate a sense of our st mcing in the fraternal relation one 
to the other. There is not a Mason who has entered 
und been received into our Lodge in form, but was hail- 
ed by that venerable voice from the East, ** behold how 


good and how pleasant it is fur brethren to dwell tege- 
ther in unily!? Take away Bretherly Loec, and Ma- 
iy exists no Jonger, but in an unmeaning form as use- 
Jess and inanimate as the perished clay. 
We need not consume much tme in attempting to} 


define Brotherly Love; every aivn of the common feel- 

knows whi t it is by his own ex- 
ug hame is no sooner heard than | 
it calls up our remermbrauce of th ese days and months 
and vears of fraternal affection which our childhood and 
vouth enjoyed amid the family circles in which we were 
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broucht up. It is to such scenes that nature herself di- 


rects us fo obtain a heartfelt knowledge of this princi- 
ple; while she laughs at our coldness and affectation of 
philosophy m sitting down to analyze and reduce it to 
some technical description. Where is that cold, selfish 
heart which has never felt an endearing tenderness, 
warmth of friendship that sets all description at.defiance ! 
Is there one emong us who never has known how divine 
ly pleasant ijt is to forgive a brother’s faulfs; to guard 
his reputation; to stand by him, when he is oppressed, 
and to share all the joys that enkindle bis soul, and all 
the woes that brood over his heart! !f there is one ves- 
tice of Exien left on earth, it is im the bosom of a virtu- 
ous family whose souls are feelingly «Jive to each others’ 
welfare. They standin the tumultuous world like a 
green isle in the ocesn. The strife that roars around, 
can never invade their sacred home. In days of pros- 
perity they rejoce together. A brother's ora sister's eye 
meets them at ever look, and tells the cheerfulness that 
dwells in the heart; while their songs of gladness enliy- 
en their dwelling. Does one of their happy number 
stray from the path of rectitude? How ready are their | 
fond souls to win him back! Oh, what can withstand | 
the theusand fasciuations, unconscious and undesigned | 
with which their ariless tongues will plead for his refor. 
mation! Does affliction visit then? Do pinching want 
and cheerless poverty surround them? Still are they 
happy in themselves; their mutual affection is a source 
of perpetual consolation, and inspires a serene joy which 
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‘Lis world cannot give, nor its loss take away. And 
when disease invades the mansion, the bed of the feeble 
cufferer is surrounded with anxious hearts and watchful 
eyes, that share his pains, and administer to all his rising 
vants. On the faithful bosoms around he reposes with 
confidence all his weaknesses and his failings. 

Such, my brethren, is Brotherly Love; such is the 
feeling which as Masens we have engaged to cherish for 
each other. We never shal] fulfil our relative duty, 
till we view one anotler with that peculiar interest 
which real brethren feel, as well as with that more gen- 
eral philanthropy which every amiable, every religious 
man will exercise towards the whole world. Itis by 
no means enough that we abstain from injuring each 
other, nor that we entertain each other with a common 
place civility, which even total strangers have an ime 
perious claim to; there must be more of a kindred feel- 
ing between us than all this, or the title of brethren is 
but a sarcasm upon us. 

But we should remember there are many difficulties 
to be surmounted, and almost innumerable temptations 
tc be resolutely resisted im the discharge of this duty. 
The better we know them, the better may we be pre- 
pared for them. ‘That brother knows litile indeed of 
human nature, who expects to meet with no clashing 
interests, even among Masons, to disturb his feelings and 
try his forbearance. Were we so foolish when we sought 
admission into the Lodge, as to omnpoes it a society of 
pe ire spirits, instead of imperfect men? Why then should 

» be surprised or Cistarbed because offences, which 
must come, asseil us even in this sacred recess? We 
must expect them, and be prepared for them. 

‘Shere are a thousand nameless occurrences in life 
that engender discord in every society under heaven. 
Occurrences too tritling to be particularized, such as are 
jsometimes instantly forgotten, and sometimes remem- 

(bered forever; an unintentional neglect, a few unbe- 
| coming words dropped in a moment of irritation, a petty 
jinjury, an interference of concerns, a rivalship in busi- 
I mean these common events that take place 





ness, 
every day, in all ways and shapes, and kindle into so 
great and lasting a flame. ‘Tis true, they all trifles ; but 
he who knows much of mankind, needs not be told that 
trifies generally vex and irritate them much more than 
We must therefore guard against 
the appearance of evil in our daily intercourse with one 
‘another ; and certainly when there is an unavoidable 
cleshing of interests, we cannot conduct with too much 
delicacy and caution. A slight neglect may wound be- 
mance our power to heal. And are our hearts so cold 
and hard.that we have no sympathy for others? fhall 
we be utterly regardless of the feelings of our own bro- 
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ther? Are we so destitute of compassion, of every am- 
iable sentiment, so absorbed in selfishness, as to trample 
on one another’s feelings without heed or care whenev- 
er they happen to interfere with our particular eratifica- 
tion? Alas, every mortal’s cup of woe is sufficiently 
bitter, without our pouring additional gall into it. Go, 
and carefully observe your poor victim; mark the rising 
| cares that torment his bosom ; count the tears that afflic- 
‘tion wrings from him; look over the long catalogue of 
| his baffled schemes, hie disappointed hopes, his unsatis- 
‘fied desires; estimate the sum Of misery to which as a 
| sojourner in this vale of tears, he is sure heir; and then 
smile, if you can, at the thought of adding anether pang 
to his sorrows. Ah, we little think, in the moment of 
malice or wantonness, how many woes have already left 
their blight on the heart which we are about to wound 








afresh! If we have wronged one of our brethren, let 
us return with prompt redress. We ought not to be a- 
shamed of doing right ; there is not a lovelier object be- 
low the skies, than a man, voluntarily ‘recompensing 
were he has injured, and closing up those breaches 
which have becn too long neglected. Does our obsti- 
nate pride take the alarm at the thought of retracting ? 
That is a perverse pride indeed, unworthy a rational 
being, unbecoming an accountable creature ; a pride that 
exults in our own disgrace and condemnation. Low 
much applause docs a man expect for his obstinacy, 
from his own conscience, from his God, and I may add, 
from the world itself, as sinful as it is? Could we bu' 
realize how truly honorable the spivit of conciliation op- 
pears, we never should be backward to redress an inju- 
ry of any kind. 
angels would look down from heaven to contemplats 
with respect and estecm, it would be one who is recall- 


Were we to deseribe a man, whom 


ing his aets of injustice, assidiously repairing the wrengs 
he has done, and healing with tenderness all the wounds 
he has inflicted. Nor would angels be his only admir- 
ers ; his integrity and condescension would attract the 
veneration of his fellow-men. How soon would his 
former offences be blotted out of remembrance, and the 
scoffs of the heedless rabble subside. 
But to avoid giving offence is only half of the duty of 
a brother; we must also be ready to bear with each oth- 
ers’ infirmities. If our brethren conduct unbecomingly 
towards us, we must meet them with forbearance; and 
this we shall do, if we have any regard for our honor or 
tranquility. Who is there that docs not scorn that little 
captious disposition which is forever offended about one 
petty sffair or other? Always expecting uncommon atien- 
tion, and always meeting with most insufferable insults { 
Are we disposed to harbour the least portion of so rt 
picable, so uncomfortable a spirit? Let us not degrade 
ourselves to such littleness. But then, it may be said, 
our brother has wronged us ; has meanly endeavoured 
to reduce our slanding in sociely, and to exalt himself. 
Weill, grant it ; but of what advantage is it to our affairs 
or reputation, to be tormented day and night ine nvying 
him for it? It certainly has no influence to retard his 
prosperity, or to add to ours. Bui then we mean to 
show «proper resentment ; he shall net enjoy our good 
will, Nor does he with it, if he is ourenemy. If his 
injury was intentional, he meant that we should feel it; 
he sought this very gratification of witnessing how well 
the poison of his arrow would rankle in our bosom.— 
What cares he for our envy? Why, it enly flatters his 
vanity. If we wish to disappoint his wicked, hopes, 
there is but one way, we must return good for the evil 
he has done us. This will be hke coals of fire on his 
head. We must treat him as we would an offending 
brother in a family connexion, not with coldness and 
sovereign contempt, but with gentleness and forbear- 
ance. While he remains a member of our lodge, we 
have no alternative ; we not only degrade ourselves and 
act irrationally when we deny him tive tribute of frater- 
nal tenderness, but we wholly disregard the very spirit 
of our insti ution, and become a character very differ- 
ent from that of a brother Mason, But it wijl be said 
that we should encourage him in his opposition, by 
meeling hin on friendly terms, till such lime as he may 
reform. This suggestion wil] receive but a brief answer, 
for it deserves bo more. Every man knows that if any 
* ng will touch the heart of an enemy and Convert him 
a friend, it is goocmess,—it is a gencrous kindness ; 
ville a haughty reserve only increases his offences and 
excites him to triumph in bis insuliss We-may as well 
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talk of throwing fuel on fire, all honestly in order to ex- 

tinguish it, as to pretend that we treat our adversary 

with disdait, just to reform him and inspire him with a 

friendly disposition.” 
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CONCLUDED IN OUR NEXT. 
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A LETTER 
ADDRESSED TO BELIEVERS IN ETERNAL MISERY. 


CuarsTraAn Bretraren,—The doctrine of eternal 
misery is a subject which demands serious inquiry ; be 
cause, if it be not a truth, that God determines to pun- 
ish his creatures forever, and men labour to prove that 
it is, the character of God is certainly vilified, and men 
are kept froma just knowledge of him, whom to know 
js eternal life. Tiis is a subject which has engaged the 
ait ntion of learned men for years ; therefore, he who 
addresses you would not have attempted it, did he not 
believe that men have attended more to the opinions of 
ene another than they have to the word of God. He 
coes not expect to throw any new light upon the sub- 
ject; but merely to call to fresh recollection some of 
those many scriptures which go to disprove so God-dis- 
Lonouring a tenet. 

In the first place we will inquire, what is the design 
of punishment? It must be either for the good of the 
punished, in which case it cunnot be endless ; or for 
the gratification of the desires of God, in which case, 
if God desire not the eternal misery of his creatures, it 
neither can be endless. Now we know that if men are 
punished, it is the will of God that they should be ; for 
it would be anonen absurdity to say that he doeth that 
which is in direet opposition to his will ; therefore, if 
he punish eternally, it is his willso to do. Then we 
will go to the seriptures and ascertain what is the will 
of God. St. Paul says, that he “ will have all men to 
be saved and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.” 


Now this salvation does not do away the punishment | 


which sin deserves. This we know because God hath 
said that he will not clear the guilty ; theref re we find 
that wicked men can be punished and still be saved: 
they can be punished for sin and saved from it. Jesus 
Christ came to save his people from their sins; but he 
never caine to save them from any punishment whic! 
their sins deserved ; for saith the Psalmist. “‘ unto th: &, 
O Lord, belongeth mercy ; for thou renderest to every 
man according to his work.” Thas we see tha: if : 
the will of God to punish and yet eave. In the O9i! 
Psalm, we have the following words: **[f' i. children 
forsake my law, ani walk not inmy jude ¢ 

break my statntes, alit keep not my Conon Lents 
then will i visit their tran-gressions with che - 4 
their iniquity with stripes. Neverthe e 


my a 
kin ines will { not witerly take from ji. ae snfer 
ms faithfulue-s to tail, iy covenant wil] not creak 
nor alter the (hing thet hae cone out of sy lips. Gree 
herve Tsworn by my bolimess, that J will not lie wnto 


D «it His seed shall encure forever, ane! his (i.rone 
as the sun before me. It shall be established fore yor 
as the moun, aud asa Coithfal witness ian teaven.” Here 
the 4) -ign of punishment is expressiy lai! town, Net 
wil)stan sing it ie administered, yet it is. done throuch 
the influence of love forthe good of the runisheds net 
bere applied in consequence of a wrathful disposition 
but *hoving kin ness,’ whiel we are assured God will] 
Doi utter’y take away. 

‘This is the only view in which the idea of punishment 
can be recon: iled to the wall of God, which is to 
have all men saved Woult it not be contradictory to 
a+, that it was the will of God to save oll men, and 
stili contend that it is his will to punish some eternally ? 
Jt certain'y would be ; and yet the scriptures « xpressly 
declare que 0s these ideas aud men contend for the 
other, 
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I shall now endeavour to prove that punishment is a 
means which God employs for the accomplishment of 
his purposesin the salvation of mankind. If I succee« 
in doing this, 1 shall likewise prove that it cannot b: 
endless. The Psalmist David informs us that before he 
was afflicted he went astray, and did not keep the word 
of the Lord; he informs us that he was very much af- 
flicted; and yet this same man was constrained to ex- 
claim unto God, 1 delight in thy law. It is good for 
me that I have been afflicted, that | might Jearn thy 
statutes. I know, O Lord, that thy judgments are 
right, and that thou in faithfulness has afflicted me. Let, 
I pray thee, thy merciful kindness be for my comfort, 
according to thy word unto thy servant.” Here the 
design and effect of punishment are plainly exhibited. 
But, says the objector, although punishment is intend- 
ed for the good of the subject in this world, yet in the 
next it may not bes If the objector can prove that 
men will be sinners in a future state of existence, then 
we will allow that they will there be punished; but 
even then we shall not allow that punisiiment is the 
object, but shall contend that the reformation of tfie 
| sinner is always what is sought for, when punishment 
is administered. See Lamentation; iii. SI1—33; * For 
the Lord will not cast off forever; but though he cause 
grief, yet will he have compassion according to the mul- 
titude of his mercies. For he doth not afflict wiilingly, 
nor grieve the children of men.” Hence says the pro- 
phet Micah, ‘*1 will bear the indignation of the Lord, 
because | have sinned against him, until he plead my 
\caure, and execute judgment for me; he well bring me 
i forth to the light, and I shail behold his righteousness.” 
Again the prephet says, ‘** The nations shall see, and 
be confounded at all their might; they shall lay thei: 
hand upon their mouth, their ears shall be deaf. They 
shall lick the dust like a serpent, they shall move out 
of their holes like worms of the earth ; they shal! be afraid 
of the Lord our God, and shall fear because of thee.” 
ile then breaks off abruptly, and asks, ‘* who is a God 
like unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and parseth 
by the transgression. of the remnant of his heritage? he 
relaineth not his anger forerer, because he deiighteth 
in mercy. He will turn again, he wiil have compas- 
sion upon ws, he will subdue our tniquilies ; and thou 
wilt.cast their sins Into the depths of the sea. Thou wilt 
perform the truth to Jacob, and the mercy to Abraham 
which thou hast sworn unto our fathers from the days 
lof of.” 

Shonid the objector say that this disciplinary punish- 
ment was snfiiefed ouly upon Gou’s people, the right- 











}-ous we shall answer, that, if we can believe the pro- 
[phet, if was indicted upon the wicked for the express 
) purpose of making them righteous; and should he con- 
tend that this punishment refers only to the present 
| -tate of being, we shall reply thet the expressions, ** the 
} 


\S.ord wilt not cast off forever.” and retaineth not his 


myer forever, because be delighteth in mercy,” refer 
bio a foture state of being. an of course his argument 
| is augatory.. Again, the * trnth to Jacob and the mer- 
ey to Abraham” imply that glorious promise which was 
mace to both Jacob and Abreham, that in Jesus Christ 


ithe ot) os, kindreds and families of the earth should 
be blessed, im Acts iit. 25, we are~informed what this 
essing sia the Tuollowing words: “* Ye ere the chil- 


dren of the prophets, and of the covenent which God 


thy seed shall «ll the kindreds of the earth be blessed 
Unio you first. God having raised up his sou Jesus, sen 


his iniquities. 
TO BE CONTINUED, 


-—It+o— 


Mr. Eprton,——The following errata occured in the 
publication of iny communication in the |: °‘ Magezine. 
siz, page 109, Sd col. 2d line from top, for * calculation’ 
read salraiion; page 110, Ist col. 14th line, for * mat- 
ter’ read mother; and 33d line, for ‘som of ran? reac’ 
son of Mury, Your's &e, L*erer, 


i——-, Jan, &, 1821. 
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To the Ediior of the Universalist Magazine, 


Dear BrotHer,—The following is a brief statement 
of facts which have lately transpired at Western, N.Y. 
and is e full length representation of the temerity, im- 
rerious spirit and contemptuous domination and pre- 
sumptnous misrepresentation, which characterize the 

onduet and doctrine of some of our Calvinistic clergy, 
called Presbyterian. Sometime in October last, the 
Rev. Israel Brainerd, of Veronia, called at Western and 
gave a lecture, in which he attempted to establish the 
doctrines of the trinity, total depravity, election, and 
endless misery. Ifaving dismissed the assembly, the 
congregation granted me the privilege of making some 
remarks, to which in turn Mr. B. replied, and acter nc- 
tictng the statements and arguments, which had bees 
made, observed in substance, and I think verbatim —** | 
do not fear the investigation of truth, and I am ready 
and willing to meet any of those gentlemen, (obvicus- 
ly meaning Universalian preachers.) at any proper tin 
and place.”? To this unprovoked declaration it w: 
replied, if it was designed as a challenge, that, it was 
accepted ; and he was desired to fix the time and plac: 
where we micht meet for the disctssien of truth, I, 
declined making the appointment. The next Sabbat 
evening he was again called on by Br. J. Foster to 
fix upon a time, which he again eeclined; bunt it was 
either intimated or expressed, that Pr. Po might fis a 
time. Soon after Mr. B. gave public notice, that, be 
should at his next meeting im that place tuke into ex- 
amination a work of Mr. Kneeland’s. The time for this 
investigation not being specified, our brethren gave no- 
tice that an examination of the doctrine of Calvinisz: 
would take place on Thursday ihe 28th Dec. Of this 
appointment Mr. B. and other preachers of the ordei 
were duly and seasonably notified. Mr. 2. then gave 
inform:tion that he should attend the examination o! 
Mr. Kueeland’s work on Tuesdey evening, 26th Dee 
on the word Hell, which Mr. K. with others dc fine, lite 
erally the invisible state of the dead, but figuratively 
darkness or sorrow of mind; he argued ina manne 
exclusively calevlated to i:opress his hearers with the 
belief, that Mr. K. appropriated the word to the grave 
only, and repeatedly on quoting a passage of scripture 
which went to prove a state of mental suffering, he 
would express bimse!lf with an air of (iumphant ef- 
frontery—** does this mean nothing but the grave—is 
(hat saan’s word to be taken, that can construe scrip- 
ture im this manner ?”’ 

On Mr. K’s remark, that in his estimation * all the 
doctrines of men, which limit the grace of God to a 
part of the sinful rece of man, are the unchaste chil- 
dren of her whositteth upon a scarlet coloured beast,’ 
&-. he observed, that if Mr. K. was “* deficient in talents 
or learning he certainly was not in impudence ;”? and 
immediately inferred that Mr. K. had called all limita- 
‘ions, enumerating Knox, Luther, Cranmer, Ridley, 
and that paragon of Calvinistic perfection Dr. Edwards, 
“the unchaste children, &c.” an assertion, whiet: he 
accompanied with a manner perfectly suited to a wilfu! 
iisrepresentation, ‘The indulgence was permitted ine 
hy the congregation, to notice (hese particulars among 
others of less moment, and the Rev. gentleman was 





made with our fathers, saying unto Abrahain, and in | 


him to bless you, im turning away every oue of you frusu | 


consirained to acknowledge, that Mr. K appropriated 
ve word Hell to something more than the grave. 

On ‘Thersdoy 28th Dec. the examination of Calvin- 
- took place, at whieh, the champion who had pub- 
ely declared, that he was‘ ready and willing to niece? 
ny of us, neiticr appewered in person, nor by proxy— 
»o precct rofl that. iGer attending... The examination 
cowever (ook place, and the five points were faithfully 
ompared with the scriptures, before a numerous and 
otienlive essembly 5 and it is believed, that, predesti- 
vation or election, particular redemption, total dey ra- 
vity, effectual calling, and the final perseverance of the 


tie, were by the “ivine reeord proved to be unscrip- 





jiuras, aud tO Cubstiule @ poruon of the doctrines. of 
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enen-—the unholy remnants of apostacy and corruption. 
If on editorial mspection this communication should 
find a place in the Magazine, something more will be 
ommunicated on this subject. 
Your’s affectionately, 
STEPHEN R. SMITH. 
Vew-Harlford, N.Y. Jan. 3, 1821. 


+o 


FOR THE MAGAZINE, 
nRArn” 
fo the Editor of the Universalist Magazine, 

Nexan Sin,—! have been an attentive reader of the 
Universalist Magazine, and it rejoices my heart to hear 
of the spread of the goepel, for I believe in the gospel 
which is good tidings to all people, and which will in 


jue time fill earth as well as Leaven. But there are 
ome things in the bible that I do not understand; the 
following are some of them; Matt. xxiii, 35, 36, and 
Ishe xvi. O Tf you will give an explanation of them 


Stugazine you will oblige a subscriber. 


bie sage 
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Piymoulhk, Jan. 14, 1821. 
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Wr have received a second lengthy communication | 


rom our respecied eorrespondent L.4****, the publica- 





tion of which we are sorry to celay, becxuse we are 


cfs bis 4 a 2 
atisfied that the de ign ol 


‘© writer is honourable t: 
the cause of truich; but we are compelled to entertain 


some doubts respecting the proftableness of such com- 


rmiunications to our readers in general. Although they 
micht afford to some individuals eau ement, if not ina- 


Hruction. we cannot but doubt wie r the imaginations 


if faney respecting things we know notiing of are cap-| 


wble of affording apy real instrnetion promotive of gen- 





uine picty or morality. To us it appears abun-lantly 


thod, and used means wicely different froin those em- 


evident, that our Saviour emploved a very different me- | no peopte were ever more hardened, or more miserably 


ployed by our brother, tu order to instruct his disciples. 

We are induced to invite the attention of L*t*** to 
the resaarks of B*trt+ jn our last, relative to. his com- 
munication. And we should reccive it as a favour, if 
he would reply to those observations, iu a concise man- 
ner, giviug us to undersiand the authority on which he 
states so many, to us, onicnown things, 

In the mean time, the +ditor would inform his cor- 
respondent, that he had not the most distant thought, 
that Leeause thrones, dominions, princi aiilies, avd 
powers were created on account of Christ, that ihere- 
fore men were created for no other purpose than to serv. 
the interest of some other being. Nor dees he sce by 


what connexion such a thought should have bern sug- 


lin this text, in order to give it power to support a here- 


in a seripture sense, cannot find he!p, or deliverance. 


of suns, moons, or stars, for no such things are enumer- 
ated. But the apostle is careful to designate Jesus as 
the head of the body, the church, in which he has the 
sole pre-eminence. To the Corinthians he says: ‘*] 
would have you to know that the head of every man is 
Christ ;°’ this agrees with his bemg the first born of ev- 
ery creature, or the whole creation. But that Jesus 
Christ was the creator of the material universe and of 
all material things does not appear reasonable, nor what 
is taught in the scriptures. To pretend that he was| 
possessed of two human natures, and of one or more 
divine natures, and then to pretend that one of these na 
tures prayed to another all within himself, and all con- 
stituting himself, however intelligible this may be to 
others, we can see neither reason nor sense in it. And 
itis a fact that neither Jesus nor any of his apostles ev- 
er attempted to enlighten people by stating such unac- 
countable mysteries, 


* 
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A CONCISE 
Exposition of the three remaining passages proposed on | 
page 98, by our friend **R.C.” 





Tre third passage stated, is Prov. xxix. 1; ** He that | 
being often reproved hardenth his neck, shall suddenly | 
be destroyed, and that without remedy.” There are | 
severat particulars which ought to be clearly expressed | 


after, endless punishment, which ure not thus expressed. 
1. That the destruction here meant is in a future state. 
Of this the text says nothing. 2. That one destroyed, 


‘This is ‘not stated in the text. If it be said, the text 
says, ** without remedy,”? it may be replied, that this 
may mean no more than that the destruction in the case 
pointed out, cannot be prevented ; or it may mean that 
in the sense in which the destruction takes place, re- 
storation is not to be expected. ‘Ihe house of Israel 
may be considered as on example of our subject. God 
vas pleased to reprove them often by bis prophets, but 


destrojed. ‘The prophet Hosea says, ch. 13, v. 9. ** O 
israel, thou hast desiroyed thyself; but in me is thine 


ly, 29 
help. 





no argument to prove that those who neglect the gos- 
pel in the present tense, will suffer for so doing in a fu- 
ture world. If it can be made to appear that either 
Moses or any of the prophets spake of the punishment 
of sinin a future world, we shall not attempt to disprove 
such punishment by the New Testament. Jesus said, 
‘‘ Think not that | am come to destroy the law and the 
prophets, ! am not come to destroy, but to fulfil.” The 
Saviour renders no part of the Jaw null, nor does he de- 
nounce any threatenings against sin, which are not con- 
tained in the divine Jaw. 

The fifth and last passage proposed as above, is in 
Rey. xxii. 11; ‘*He that is unjust, let him be unjust 
still; and he that is filthy let him be filthy still, and he 
that is righteous, let him be righteous still ; and he that 
is holy, let him be holy still? Now the reason why 
this passage proves nothing in the case to which it is 
usually. applied, is the want of definite application, to a 
future state of being. Look at the preceding verse; 
“And he saith unto me, seal not the sayings of the 
prophecy of this book, for the time is at hand.” This 
was nearly eighteen hundred years ago, which refutes 
ihe notion that the subject under consideration is to 
take place ina future world. The writer here allude 
fo atime und to an event of which Jesus often spoke, 
when he would come to judge and reward men accotd- 
ing to their works; which period he never put off be- 
yond the then present generation. Look at the con- 
clusion of the 24th of Matthew; “ But if that evil ser- 
vant shall say in his heart, my Lord delayeth his com- 
ing; and shall begin to smite his fellow-servants, and to- 
eat and drink with the drunken; the Lord of that ser- 
vant shell come in a day wien he looketh not for him, 
ond shall cut him asunder, and appoint him his portion 
with the hypocrites; there shall be weeping and gnash- 
ing of teeth.” This is a judgment which the Saviour 
confined to the generation in which he lived; and per- 
| baps is the very thing to which John here alludes. At 
ithe time of that judgment, when the unjust and jilihy 
house of Israel was visited by the judgments of God, } 
might be sid, let Lim that is unjust be unjust still, and 
jhe that is fithy, let him be filthy still; but it is uct se- 
‘cesaary to carry this passage into a future world. 

What we have offered in the several passages propos- 
ed is not designed for a full and particular exposition of. 





Those who oppose the doctrine for which we contend, 
bring this passage and many more to refute it, but never 
carefully examine them tosee whether they necesssrily 


We do not pretend that wickedness is to go unpunishee, 
nor that apy of us can harden our necks agaist the re- 
proofs of wisdom without bringing punishinent on our- 
selves ; but we contend that the gospel reveais a grace 
which has the power of redeeming the sinner fiom a 


, State of condemnation, St. Paul suys; ** Where sin 


abounced, grace did much more abound ; that as sin 
batii reigned unto death, even so might grace reigu 





geted. With rezerd to the translation of the pzssage | 
/ our Lord,” 
The fourth passage stated by our friend is Heb. ii. 3, | 


in ‘ol.a. the editor feels no special anxiety, nor need 


he. as Jong as lis rendering of ibe text is oHewed to! 





come within the proper os: of the Greek terms. He is | 


Willing, however, if it wilh be any 
accept of the learned Voiakebeld*s tran! 
reads as follows: verses 14- 19, * Dy wiom we have 
tat deliverance, even the res issicn ef sist who is en 


linage of the invisible God, a cret born of the whole crea- 
tion; for in hin were created oll the thines in heaven 
and upon the eart!, the things visible oud the things in 

visiiie, whether throues or dominions, or governments, 
or powers; all there things were created through hin; 
an‘ for him. And he is above all thing: ; and all these 
things are holden together.im him; and he is the head 
of the body «f the church, the Grs: born from the dead, 
so as to be first in all things; for in him was all the ful- 
ness of God pleased to dweli.” It appears most reason- 
abie to suppose, that the apostle was here speaking of 
the creation of all those things which appertain to the 
spiritual kingdom of the Messiah; and that he had no 


throngh righteousness unto eternal life, vy Jesus Christ 


} 


‘ 


*S tlow shall we escape if we neglect so great salvation.” 


ace omnuiodation, to | ihat this passage does not prove apy thing against thi 
tion, which | final salvation of all men, or in other words, does not 
‘ . . . . . > 

prove that God’s willin the salvation of oll men wil: 


not be accou-plished, muy be understood by many con- 
siderations, especially by its connexion. See the con- 
text with the text; ‘* For if the word spoken by angels 
was stedlast, ond every transgression and obedience re- 
ceived a just recompence of reward ; Low shall we es- 
cape if we neglect so great salvation?” 

Now the plain sense of this passage is this: If under 
ihe law, thore transgressions by which the people viola- 
ted the commandments of God were duly punished, it 
is reasonable to suppose. that we, if we neglect obedi- 
ence to the gospel, shall by no means escape the due 
reward of our infidelity aud disobedience. Bet as ws 
are no intimations in the law of Moses, that those who 
transgressed would be punished in a future state, so, 





adjiusiou to the creation of the jiteral heavens and earth. 


from the analogy to which the apostle alludes, there is 


any ly any thing like that to which they apply them.— | 


(hem, but only to show that they have no ferce to prove 
any thing ageinst the salvation of the world by Jesus 
(Corist. should any one wish for any thmg more par- 
troulor, ony questions which may lead therete wil be. 
duly noticed, 

3+ 


DEDICATION, 

On the 10th instont, the new Brick Meeting House 
in Niutord was soler-nly dedicated to the worship of 
Giod. ‘bie order ci service was as follows: Appro- 
priate portions of Scripture were read by Br. Roberi L. 
Killam. Introductory Prayer by Br, Richard Carrique. 
( onsecrating Prayer by Br. lias Smith. Sermon by 
Se. Liosea Ballon, from beaich ii, 3; * And many peo 
plo shall go and say, Come yr, and let us go up to the 
neouniuin of the Lord, to the house of the Ged of Jacob; 
and he will leach us of hts ways, and we wili walk in 
his paths ; for out of Zion shail go forth the lar, and 
‘he word of the Lord jroim Jerusalem.” Conuclnaing 
Prayer by Br. Zephanich S. Crossman. 

‘This house is a-beautifd specimen of neat archifec- 

ure, of sufLcmnt dimension te accommodate the inhab- 
jtants of the town, has a good clock, and bell, together 
with an orgem. ‘Lhe cay of decication was remarkably 
pleasant, the congregation uncommonly numerous, and 
the music on the occasion did honor to the refined taste 
of the numerous choir, A solemn joy seemed to be 
diffused through the wlole congregation, occasioned by 
the fact that this house was built for and devoted to the 
promotion of the doctrive of universal, impartial be- 
nevolence and salvation by Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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PILD, 

In thie town, Tenatins Sargent, Esq. aged 55.—Mrs, 
Mary Cary, wile of Jona, C. o2.—Mr. Wm. Wootton, 
a native of Ashburton, Png 33,—Ironcis Augustus, son 
of Jorepii Howe, 3 y.—Mr,. Andrew Martin 48.-——Jacob 
Low Peabody, 14.—Mr. Benjamin Greenleaf, 52.—Mr 
John Loring, 42.—Miss Mary-Ann Blanchard, 26. 
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POETS’ CORNER. 


FOR THE MAGAZINE. 
anne 


LINES 
ON THE DEATH OF HARRIOT NEWELL MASON, 


of Medfield, died Dec. 18, aged 4 years. 


A LOVELY rose-bud, sweet and fair 
Bloom’d on its fresh and verdant stem— 
Its fragance fill’d the air around, 

And in its life their hearts were bound, 
Who fondly watch’d this little gem, 
And shelter’d it from blighting air. 





And at its early lovely bloom, 
They mark’d its leaves of promise bright ; 
It sweetly twin’d around each heart,— 
They fondly hop’d that nought would part 
Their flower from them.—Alas, death’s blight 
Has strew’d its sweet around their tomb. 


Hope points to regions bright and fair, 
That beam afar—where this swect flower 
Will ever bloom a lovely rose, 

Var, far, removed from earthly woes ; 
And those who weep its blighted hour, 
Will joy in all its glory there. 
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FOR THE MAGAZINE. 


ann 
THE NATIVITY. 
Come, Shepherds come, the evening calm, serene, 
Let us ascend yon hill, to view the scene. 
Our flocks do feed in sight, how fit, the time 
Invites to contemplations, high, sublime. 
What Star is yon that shines so briliantly ? 
Sure heaven’s laid open to my wond’ring eye, 
I see the glorious throne, the high abode, 
I faint, I die, for [have seen my God! 
Hail, Shepherds, hail, arise, be not afraid, 
I bring you tidings of the heavenly Base! 
Rejoice O earth, be glad, for lo! U bring ; 
Good will to man, from heaven’s eternal king 
Peace on the earth, the promised time is come ; 
A virgin has conceiv’d a virgins bore a son! 
In him salvation richly shall abound, 
Through all the families of the earth around ! 
This is the sign, how ye the Babe wili know, 
In Bethlehem city, in a manger low,’ 
In yonder Inn, denied a place, a bed, 
Found not with man whereon to lay his head ; 
The angel ceas’d, when lo the heaw’nly choir 
Broke forth in songs, God’s goodness to adore, 
Glory to God, the highest praise be given, 
Good will to man, henceforth the heir cf heav’n! 
Peace on the earth, ye tribes no longer mourn, 
The promis’d child, the Shiloh now is borne. 
D.M.L. 








SELECTED FOR THE MAGAZINE. 
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FOR THE MEDITATION 
Of those who say, “If they believed that God would 
save all men, they would go om and do all the evil 
they could.” 
TO such as make a shameful brawl], 
Saying, if I believed so, 
That Jesus Christ would save us all, 
My feet should swift to evil go. 


This I declare to be a lie, 

And spoke by a deludsive tongue ; 

If I give » the reason why, 

Ob man: thou may’st condemn my cong. 
Does faith entice’a man to sin ? 

Does love create an evil mind? 

Does purity make him unclean, 

Or charity make him unkind? 


UNIVERSAUIST MAGAZINE. 


It never did, nor never shall, 

For well | know it never can, 

And you may search the scriptures all, 
And every page denies the plan. 


*Tis faith tat makes man cease from sin ; 
> Tis love that makes a quiet mind ; 

*Tis purity that makes him clean, 

And charity that makes him kind. 


And he who doth true faith possess, 
All these his heart doth entertain ; 
Therefore thy words are foolishness, 
And all such arguments are vain. 


———————— 


TO MARY AND SUSAN. 
SWEET babes, to thy father more dear, 
Than earth’s richest treasure can give ; 
Thou source of his hope and his fear, 
In you all his pleasures now live. 


Entomb’d in a land far away, 
Thy mother sleeps cold in her grave, 
Where the boughs of the cypress and bay, 
So sadly so mournfully wave. 
And there at the Spring’s earlyfdawn, 
The virtues and graces repair, 
And weave from the flowery lawn, 
A wreath to her memory so fair. 
Her spirit, all gentle and pure, 
Has soar’d to the regions above, 
Where angels in mercy insure 
A share of her Maker’s kind love. 
And here, in this valley of tears, 
May heaven in kindness decree, 
Your minds may expand with your years, 
Her virtues descend unto thee. 
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which are esteemed orthodox, a careful examination of 
the contradictions which appear when contrasting the 
writings and preachings of different clergyman, who are 
estimated correct, as well as of the inconsistency ofeach 
with himself; these would alone furnish sufficient mate- 
rials for our purpose. ‘The fondness which is so often 
displayed for the systems of man’s invention,—the pride 
of learning, and frequently a desire to show the talent 
of rounding a period gracefully, without a thought be- 
yond the gratification of the ear by a rhetorical flour- 
ish, repeatedly lead men to the utterance of principles 
which they would not for a moment vindicate in an ar 
gument, nor suffer others to use without a reprimand, 
We are all liable to err; and it is not becoming in us to 
make man an offender fora word ; but it is well for us to 
examine carfully every production relating to the great 
concern of a future state, and especially, when it comes 
from a source to which thousands look, as to an oracle 
of divinity, an almost infallible teacher. 

| have made the foregoing remarks, as an introduc- 
tion to a quotation from a very learned and very eloquent 
preacher, late President of Yale College,and author of 
a system of divinity. The extract contains a coniplete 
paragraph, and may be taken as a whole, not being any 
where in the sermon spoken of as containing a false prin- 
ciple. ‘That a preacher so much esteemed should de- 
clare, and thrice repeat what every intelligent man must 
pronounce Atheistical, is indeed strange, but such is the 
fact. The extract is copied verbatim from a sermon 
delivered on the decease of Mr, Marsh, a member, and 
probably a professor in that institution. Of this, how- 
ever, I am not certain; having extracted the quotation 
from the sermon more than five yearsago. The sermon 
is dated, Nov. 20, 1803, and can easily be procured if 
necessary. Here follows the extract. 


** Among the things which arg taught by the dead, 
those are especially interesting, which have heretofore 
respected themselves,—those in which they have been 
personally concerned,—in which they acted or suffer- 
ad ; for which they have been distinguished, and by 
which they have been characterized. Thus the infant, 





}in artless and melancholy accents, lisps from the grave 
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the most affecting lessons,on the uncertuinty.sbortness 
and vanity of life. Not even the comparative innocence 
of that early period, it declares, furnishes the least ex- 
emption from pain and sorrow, disease and death.— 
“* See here,” it cries from the dreary tomb, ** the dawn 
of existence, set and vanished in never-ending night.— 
Behold me, born only to die; and carried from the cra- 
dle to the grave. In me see life, and hope, and joy, 
lighted up, only to be extinguished,—a day-star risen, 
but followed by no future day.” 

To every man professing to belicve in the immortali- 
ty of the soul, the question is now stated ; whether he 


is ready to place implicit confidence in the witness of 


any system-monger, who can utter so great an absnr- 
dity in so few words! For the honour of humanity, i’ 
is to be hoped, that every man who knows even but 
little of the import of language, will pause, before Le 
gives credence to the crude systems of men, whio treat 
the understandings of their hearers and readers with so 
much contempt, as to offer them such husks as the fore- 
going paragraph presents. And yet, itis a meluncholy 
fact, that in our nearest, our best, and beyond ail com- 
parison our greatest interests, we too often receive for 
truth the ipse dixit of fallible men, and with less cau- 
tion, than we should observe in a pecuniary matter of 
the value of one dollar. 

Is this speaking unguardedly, oris the language in its 
fullest extent warranted by the most conclusive fects : 
It is a demonstrable truth, witnessed by nearly every 
day’s observation. Ask bim, who has for years attend- 
ed the preaching, and holden communion with the most 
orthodox of the age, the simplest questions relating to 
the Scriptures, or to his coniession of faith? And the 
reply will generally be as consistent with truth, as the 
answer of a blind man to an interrogatory respecting 
the colours of distant objects! 

Reader,—do you doubt my statement? If you do, 
make the experiment, and let the issue satisfy you.— 
Inquire, where, and when, the image of God was Jost? 
and then insist upon a Scripture definition of the image 
of God. inquire, where we read of an eternal death ? 
aud then add unto it the last verse of the sixth of Ro- 
mans, and try the principle as opposed to eternal life! 

But why particularize a few of the inventions of men 
used as props to a Babel of the most heterogeneous con- 


; struction? The whole fabrick is based on the impudence, 
T have frequently thought, that if we had no other/ or the ignorance of its supporters ! The abominable idea 
criterion by which to detect the errors of those doctrines | 


f never-ending misery, os aconcequence of finite crime, 
ind that it is to be inflicted by him, whose essence is 
Love, is beyond ell comparison ihe greatest absurdity 
which has ever di-graced the annals of our world. 
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JUST PUBLISHED, 
ind for sale at This Office— Price 20 cents, 

A REVIEW ofa Sermon, delivered at Stoughton, 
LA August 20, 1820, by the Rev. Ebenezer Gay, be- 
ing designed to refute the doctrine of Cairersal Salra- 
tion ; more particularly a Sermon deliverccd in Stough- 
ton in June Jast, by the Rev. Joshua Flagg, of Scituate. 
By Ricuarp Carrravy, pastor ef the ** First Univer- 
salisi Society in Attleborough.” 


A SERMON, delivered before the Universal- 
ist Society in Stoughton, Mass. May 29,1820.—By Rev. 
Josnua FLAGG, ministering at Scituate. 
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NV REV, MR. CHANNINGS SERMON. 

UST Published and for sale at this Office, STRIC- 

TURES on Rev. Dr. Cuanninc's Sermon, enti- 
tled, Religion a social principle, delivered in Federale 
street Church on Sunday, Dec. 10, 1820.—By Hesra 
BALLouv, pastor of the Second Universalist Society in 
Bostou.— Price 12 1-2 cents. 
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PRESIDENT ADAMS, 
JUST published by A. BOWEN, and for sale at this 
Office--A PORTRAIT of the venerable John Adams, 
—price one dollar. 


A SERMON on Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of 
the Image of gold, silver, brass, iron and clay, and the 
Stone which ground it to powder ; as recorded in Dan- 
iel ii. S1—35. By Enias Smirn. 
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